them another proof of Scotch conspiracy in national
falsehood.

Do not censure the expression; you know it to be

true. . . .

I am. Sir,

Your most humble servant,

February 7, 1775.                                   SAM. JOHNSON

(from BOSWELL'S Life of Samuel Johnson)

(To " Ossian " Macpherson)

MR. JAMES MACPHERSON,

I received your foolish and impudent letter. Any
violence offered me I shall do my best to repel; and what
I cannot do for myself the law shall do for me. I hope I
shall never be deterred from detecting what I think a
cheat by the menaces of a ruffian.

What would you have me retract ? I thought your book
an imposture; I think it an imposture still. For this
opinion I have given my reasons to the public, which I
here dare you to refute. Your rage I defy. Your abilities
since your Homer are not so formidable, and what I hear
of your morals inclines me to pay regard not to what you
shall say, but to what you shall prove. You may print this
if you will.

SAM. JOHNSON

LAMB ON BLAKE AND BYRON
Blake is a real name, I assure you, and a most ex-
traordinary man, if he be still living. He is the Robert
[William] Blake, whose wild designs accompany a splendid
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